
 

 

FAMILY MEMBERS DEFINITION 

Child(ren), wife, husband, Grandparents, mother, mother-in-law, father, father-in-law, sister, 

sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandchildren, a legal 

guardian or other person who stands in place of a parent (en Loco parentis). 

 

A. Prohibition Against Hiring Family Members 

 

Under Ohio ethics laws, a member or employee of the board of elections may not take 

any part in the decision to hire his or her family member1 as a board employee.  

Moreover, Secretary of State Directive 2007-01 specifically prohibits boards of elections 

from hiring relatives of board of elections members, directors, and deputy directors, 

except for hiring poll workers (which includes election judges, rovers, scouts, and other 

similar, temporary election positions).  Therefore, the remaining board of elections 

members may hire/appoint poll workers who are family members of an individual board 

member, director, deputy director, as long as the individual board member, director, 

deputy director, or board employee does not participate in the decision to hire his/her 

own family member or in any decision specifically concerning the terms and conditions 

of his/her own family member’s employment/appointment. 

 

 
 

                                                           
3 For the purpose of this ethics policy, “family member” includes spouse, domestic partner, mother, father, step-

mother, step-father, mother-in-law, father-in-law, brother, sister, step-brother, step-sister, half brother, half sister, 

brother-in-law, sister-in-law, grandmother, grandfather, aunt, uncle, child, step-child, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, 

or other family member living in the same household. 


